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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Free School Meals 
 
There has been a lot in the press over the last few days about free school meals, so I just wanted to 
ensure you are aware of the guidance given by Cheshire East on their website – follow this link for 
more information and details of how to apply. 
 
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/free_school_meals.aspx 
 

Free school meals for infants  
 
Children at school and in reception class, year 1 or year 2 (key stage 1) can have free school meals. This is called 
universal infant free school meals (UIFSM). You don't need to claim for UIFSM, just contact your child’s school. 

Income related free school meals (IRFSM) 

You can claim free school meals for each child who attends school in Cheshire East if you receive one of these 
benefits: 

 Universal Credit with no earned income or with net monthly earnings less than £616.67 

 Income Support 

 Income based Jobseeker's Allowance 

 Income related Employment Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit  - as long as you have a yearly household income of less than £16,190 (as assessed by 

HM Revenue and Customs) and do not get Working Tax Credit 

 Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 

We suggest you do make a claim for free school meals even if your child is in key stage 1 as the school can 
claim additional funding (pupil premium) for new equipment and resources. 

I hope this information is of some use. 
 
Kind regards, 
Fiona Gresty 
Headteacher 
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